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According to Boyce and Katz (2020), pandemic is “a geographically widespread or global malady, generally with regard to infectious disease outbreaks.”  The last pandemic before Covid-19 occurred in 1918. The age group that was most at risk was young adults of 20 to 40 years old. This was because most of individuals of this age group were being transported as soldiers during the last phases of the World War I, and thereby causing its widespread. Cities like Boston is an example of cities that mandated quarantine and social-distancing measures. Others like San Francisco and Seattle passed laws requiring everyone in public to wear face masks just like the case with Edinburg during this COVID-19 pandemic. There was shortage of medical personnel because many of them had been enlisted in armed forces to help in winning the World War I. 
Covid-19 is caused by virus. It can easily spread globally today because the world is more globalized and thereby the world is more interconnected than 1918, which puts the world to more risks of pandemic spread than that time. 1918 influenza highly depended on non-pharmaceutical intervention and supportive treatment just like COVID-19. Also, today the world has implemented social distancing measures just like 1918 influenza to curtail its spread. Stigmatization has also risen today just like the case with 1918 influenza, which hinders public health response to the pandemic. Pictures that could be taken in San Antonio today will show an evidence of use of face masks just like what the people used during the outbreak of 1918 influenza. 
1918 influenza was called “Spanish flu” largely due to widespread misunderstanding. Spain was among the countries that remained neutral during World War I. With outbreak of the influenza countries at war curbed the spread of the news through media with an aim of maintain the morale of their war soldiers. However, Madrid media covered and aired news about the flu, which became the only global source of news about the flu. So, due to the fact that the only source of news about the flu was Spanish-based media, the world assumed that Spain was ground zero for the pandemic, and thereby terming it as “Spanish flu” (Andrews, 2020). A lot of efforts has been taken since then to avoid stigmatization like avoiding naming of pandemic after geographical place, but current COVID-19 is still faced with stigmatization. An example is that Trump has been criticized and warned by the WHO for calling COVID-19 “Chinese Virus” and he is still reluctant of his stand claiming that he has to call the virus where it originated. It is an example that stigmatization is still a problem despite the efforts that has been put in place since the previous pandemic. 
	As the world continues to struggle under COVID-19 pandemic, there has been speculations that some governments may suppress information about COVID-19 cases and deaths. Recently, the US government is blaming Chinese government of providing false information regarding the origin of the virus. Any government can be tempted to suppress pandemic cases and deaths with an aim of cushioning their economic conditions and to protect themselves from global criticism over their pandemic control efforts and measures. 
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